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Oudtshoorn High School

School History

Oudtshoom Boys’ High and Oudtshoom Girls’ high were

tounded over a century ago. In 1906 Boys’ High moved into

a magnificent, green-domed sandstone building, which
is now the town's museum, in the main part of the town.

The two schools amalgamated in 1963 and moved to new

premises in 1967. The school badge is derived from the
family crest of Baron Pieter van Rheede van Oudtshoorn.

The three horns are hunting horns, used to assemble peo-

ple for important announcements, such as the armival of t
mail coach.
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The biggest rugby day in the year is the Interscheols with
Outeniqua, when the Struisies play the Kwagga. The Afri-
kaans word for osirich is "volstruis”, which gives the school
its nickname "Struisies”. Ouleniqua’s nickname is Kwagga.
When the two schools meet in Oudishoormn it is Struisies Day,
and when they meet in George it is Kwagga Day. It has been
a big Interschools day since 1965 and is still keenly contested,
though the Struisies lose more often than they win. In 2003
they had a surprise victory. It's harder for Struisies to keep up
for while George flourishes, Oudtshoorm does not and school
numbers suffer. There are now 620 pupils at Hoérskoal Cudt-
shoom and 1 400 at Hoérskool Cuteniqua.

The school battled for a while but picked up in 2006 and 2007.
It is able to compete with Paarl Gim, for example, and usually
beats local rivals, Langenhoven Gimnasium of Cudtshoom
and Punt of Mossel Bay. The local Oudtshoom game with Lan-
genhoven does tend to bring oul the passionate town suppaort
and exciting schools rugby is always on offer. In 2007 the Stru-
isies beat both Oakdale and Marlow, two powerful schools.
An annual derby against Brandwag, a co-ed school of similar
size, also began in 2006,

Famous Players

In 2007, 13 of the First side were selected for SWD Craven
Week or Academy sides. Great things are expected of prop
Caleb Oosthuizen (who made the SA Academy side, and
who is now conlracled to the Lions), flyhalf Gerhard Norlier
and inside centre Walde Lategan (who was also selected for
the SA Schools cricket XI). Four Springboks are Old Boys of
Cudtshoom Boys' High — Honsie Brewis (flyhalf from 1949
to 1953), wing Loftie Fourie (1958, who was a schoolmaster in

eSS

Internationals

South West Africa when he became a Springbolk), hooker
André Bestbier (1974, who become a brigadier in the army)
and scrumhalf Barry Wolmarans (1977-81, who played 72
matches in succession for the Orange Free State). Wolmarans
later became a national selector. In addition, the Test referee
Hansie Schoeman was at Boys’ High. He later became the
chairmaon of the Western Province Referees’ Society and the
vice-chairman of South African Referees. Rudi van Vuuren,

a talented flyhalf and centre, played at both the rughy and
cricket World Cups in 1989, becoming the first man to repre-
sent his country (Namibia) at both events.

The most famous of the Springboks was Hansie Brewis, also
nicknamed Kiewiet, who died in 2007 at the age of 88. He was
born in Oudtshoorn and educated at Oudisheoorn Boys' High
and then at Langenhoven Commercial. He became a North-
em Transvaler when he went to the Police College in Pretoria.
He stayed there and died there. He was a brilliont player with
great hands, clever feet, a long kick and great acceleration.
In 1949 he scored one of the great flyhalf tries against the All
Blacks. The Springbok Willem Ferdinand van Rheede van
Oudishoomn Bergh, despite, his name was neither born nor
educated in Cudishoorn. He represented five provinces in his
career. One of them was South Western Districts, but even
then he played for George, not Oudtshoorn.

South Africa:
Hansie Brewis
Loftie Fourie
Andre Bestbier
Barry Wolmarans
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