Welkom

G, e Wbz, There wss wo ather reason for e farwing
mmﬂumﬁmamg#uiﬁﬁwmﬂwﬁ,
thetsing towm. [n 1L & wisjor gold. discovery whs i o
afmmﬁriwmm&m?ﬁzﬂammmmm.
delared ity in 1968 dter o period of rapid . plawned
growth In fact, with Sie Ervest Oppowheomer ond. A~
mmm.ﬁummwaamha@m
s lid, which probubly wakss i unigue amvgst the worlds
towwns

A i troes wioe. plrted ot tnffic orored by irdes. (¢ s
the. suoncl-laest towm i the oz State. Gold was disiovmred
e the free Stz in the (90 contury o wived at Vedefrt,

M&mﬂmﬁ!ﬂum&mﬁﬁu{mm

i really becaome the cone of @ ol Fasple flocked. from ol
- the wrld to the wew goldfielts and & other townes suth
= Odendanlons, Eroonstad, M@EMHMW

Welkom-Gimnasium
R R o

With the development of cities comes the establishment of
schools. Welkom Gimnasium was founded in 1953. One of
the staff members, a Mr M] van der Vyver had proposed
that the school adopt “Gimnasium” and it was unanimously
agreed upon. Now it is a co-ed school with about 920 pupils
and a boarding establishment that houses about 90. Board-
ers largely come from the farming areas of Theunnissen,
Hennenman and Wesselsbron. In 1996 it became a dual-
medium school, offering both English and Afrikaans.
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"Gerrie was unlucky not to have been selected for Craven
Week in 1970 as he was an awesome eigth man and a bril-
liant captain. He was a quiet and respected player. [ told
him when he left school that he would be too small to play
at eigth man and that he should move to hooker. He ended
up starting for the Boks af scrumhalf in 1974, and was later
moved to eighth man when he played again ten years later,
in 1984. That was exactly what happened to the great Doc
Craven, who also played for the Boks af either position.”

]

— Gert Jansen (Coach 1970-96)

“Welkom Gimnasium had some very capable lteachers and
coaches who laid a solid rugby foundation for my future.”

— Gerrie Sonnekus (1970)

Rugby History

The school's rugby falls within the provincial franchize which Free State league on 12 occasions since 1973, It has won the
used to be called Northern Free State and is now called the league four times — in 1981, 1982, 1990 and 1991. The school
Griffons. Numerous provincial players have gone through the | has nine rugby teams. Rugby rivals include Hoérskool Kroon-
school, as well as three Springboks: Gerrie Sonnekus, Christo | stad, Afrikaanse Hoérskool in Kroonstad and Hentie Cilliers

Ferreira and Lukas van Biljon. Gerl "Bok” Jansen is the in Virginia. Gimmies' big derby is against Goudveld, also of
school's most renowned coach. He coached at the school from | Welkom. Since 1563, the majority of games (28) have been
1970 to 1996, coaching the First XV for 23 of those years. He won and twe drawn, There was an unbeaten run against their

rates the 1974 side as the best of those he coached — a team near neighbours from 1988 to 1998, and big victories in 2005
in which both wingers scored 51 tries between them, and the (46-14) and 2006 (45-11). The derby was televised in 2007,

flyhalf, Kobus Werner (later to play centre beside Naas Botha) | where once again Gimmies took home the spoils — a trophy
scored 18 tries, contested between the two schools every year,

There have been numerous other years of good rugby at Gim- | Imtermationals
mies. In 1990, the First XV won the Director’s trophy in the

Free State. In 2006, eight teams from the school were entered South Africa:

into the competitive local leagues, with both the First XV and Gerrie Sonnekus
Under-14A sides reaching the finals. A record score of 45-11 Christo Ferreira
against nvals Goudveld was the highlight of that season. Lukas van Biljon
Welkom-Gimnasium have been runners up in the Northern
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